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or are they produced by morbific causes ■which act upon the foetus through the 
system of the mother? 

We possess few treatises devoted exclusively to a consideration of the dis¬ 
eases incident to the period of intra-uterine life, and these few are, for the most 
part, imperfect and unsatisfactory. Incidentally, the subject is noticed by nu¬ 
merous medical writers, and our professional journals contain several able and 
valuable communications on some parts of the subject, among which we would 
especially notice the two elaborate papers of Dr. J. Y. Simpson, of Edinburgh, 
on peritonitis occurring during foetal life, and on some of the presumed conse¬ 
quences of intra-uterine inflammatory action. 

In 1840, Dr. Wm. C. Roberts, of New York, presented a very interesting and 
fair exposition of the various facts recorded in reference to the diseases of the 
foetus, as “A Contribution towards a better Acquaintance with Intra-uterine 
Pathology.” (See the numbers of this Journal for August, 1840, and October, 
1841.) 

Dr. Madge must have entirely overlooked this contribution of Dr. Roberts, as 
well as the very elaborate memoir of M. Andry, on the diseases of the foetus 
and its appendices, which occupies some eighty-two pages of the first volume 
of th e Journal des Progris (2 ,ne series, tom. i. 1830, pp. 126-205), when he penned 
the declaration that “nothing has yet appeared, having any pretensions to an 
elucidation” of the whole subject, “or to an arrangement of what is already 
known” in relation to it. “that as yet, we have had no clear and concise 
resume of the important researches made by modern pathologists, and particu¬ 
larly by our continental brethren, on the diseases of the foetus in utero.” 

The essay of Dr. Madge is certainly a most interesting one. He has col¬ 
lected, with commendable industry, the leading facts bearing directly upon the 
Subject, and has endeavoured, as far as possible, to give to them a systematic 
arrangement, so as to indicate their pathological relations. 

The information communicated will amply repay the time spent in the peru¬ 
sal of the work. The author has by no means exhausted the subject; his labours 
may. however, prompt to the investigation of the causes, character, indications, 
prevention, and cure of a class of diseases by which human life is impaired or 
destroyed even within the mother’s womb. D. F. C. 


Art. XXV. —Principles of Comparative Physiology. By William B. Carpen¬ 
ter, M. D., F.R.S., Examiner in Physiology and Comparative Anatomy in 
the University of London; Professor of Medical Jurisprudence in University 
College, etc. etc. With three hundred and nine wood engravings. _ A new 
American, from the fourth and revised London edition. Philadelphia, Blan¬ 
chard & Lea, 1854. 8vo. pp. 752. 

In the last edition, the principles of general as well as of comparative phy¬ 
siology were embraced in the same volume. The increased amount of matter 
not ouly deserving but demanding notice that had been accumulated, by the 
diligence of observers in various departments of the science, since the appear¬ 
ance of that edition, and the desire of the author to present a full exposition of 
the present state of the entire subjects embraced in the original work, has in¬ 
duced him to divide into separate treatises the principles of general and those 
of comparative physiology. For various reasons he has issued first the com¬ 
parative physiology, which we have in the volume before us; it being his inten¬ 
tion, as he informs us, to reproduce the general physiology, as a companion 
volume to this, so soon as his numerous engagements will permit him to bestow 
upon that portion of his revision the careful attention which it requires. 

The treatise before us may be viewed in some measure as a new work. Every 
portion presenting not merely the indications of a careful revision, but copious 
additions and modifications, so as to render it a full as well as an accurate ex¬ 
ponent of the actual condition of the science of comparative physiology. 
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The student of this highly interesting and instructive branch of natural his¬ 
tory cannot but return his most grateful thanks to Dr. Carpenter for the pre¬ 
paration of a work so well adapted to facilitate his labours—in which, with so 
much skill and evident care, will be found orderly and methodically digested 
and arranged for his use, the contributions of many investigators, industri¬ 
ously accumulated from the numerous volumes in which they are found re¬ 
corded—some of those volumes of difficult access, excepting to such as have at 
their command a large and well-supplied scientific library, while many of them 
are sealed books to the merely English reader. 

With the work of Dr. Carpenter, now placed within his reach by the cheap, 
though splendid reprint of Messrs. Blanchard and Lea, no one need be deterred 
from the study of one of the most pleasing, as well as the most useful branches 
of natural science. By means of its clear and accurate teachings, all, whether 
professional or amateur students, may trace the wisdom of the Creator, in the 
structure and vital endowments of the various organized beings that people the 
earth; and in “that combination of unity of plan with variety of purpose, by 
which is produced the endless diversity united with harmony of forms, so re¬ 
markable in the animated world.” D. F. C. 


Art. XXYI.— The Principles of Animal and Vegetable Physiology: A Popular 
Treatise on the Functions and Phenomena of Organic Life; to which is prefixed 
a General Vieic of the Great Departments of Human Knowledge. By J. Stej 
venson Bcshnan, M.D., Physician to the Metropolitan Free School, etc. etc. 
With one hundred and two illustrations on wood.i Philadelphia, Blanchard 
& Lea, 1854. 12mo. pp. 234. 

This is certainly a very pleasing book to rend, and withal highly instructive. 
To such as desire to acquire a general idea of the principles of animal and 
vegetable physiology, but who have neither the time, nor perhaps the inclina¬ 
tion, to derive it from the study of either of those extended systems of special 
or comparative physiology, in which the subject is fully treated in all its vari¬ 
ous relations and bearings, this little treatise of Dr. Bnshnan is specially re¬ 
commended. Concise as is the sketch which it presents, it is, nevertheless, 
sufficiently clear and accurate, throughout, to convey a definite and correct 
conception of the respective functions of the several organs of plants and ani¬ 
mals, with the principal modifications of the organs and functions in the differ¬ 
ent classes of the latter;—while the leading phenomena of the development of 
the germ and embryo, in both divisions of the organic world, are pointed out. 
The results, also, of a complete analysis of the constituents of organic struc¬ 
ture, are presented, whether as reduced to their component textures by the 
anatomist, or, by the chemist, resolved into their proximate and ultimate ele¬ 
ments. In the introductory chapter “an attempt has been made to expound, 
in brief and lucid terms, the general nature, relations, and applications of all 
the chief departments of human knowledge, in order to give the reader, not 
specially trained in science, a general view of the vast field of inquiry which 
the Creator has laid open to the lawful exercise of the human intellect.” And 
from this rapid survey of the various departments of knowledge, to point the 
student to the principles which ought to guide him in the pursuit and applica¬ 
tion of the several sciences. 

We are far from recommending the treatise before us, as even a suitable 
manual for the use of those who would study thoroughly the science of phy¬ 
siology, either human or comparative. It is for the use of the general reader— 
of the student to whose future pursuits a profound knowledge of the subject is 
not essential, that the treatise has been written. For the purposes of such it is 
admirably adapted, and may be the means of leading many to a closer inquiry, 
through the aid of other guides, into the wonderful structure of all living organ¬ 
isms, and the nature and laws of their vital properties, actions, and relations. An 




